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ACT I

Scene 1

Lights Up. A church. A few rows of seats, "pews."

Reminiscently Catholic.

AVA, a young, quirky woman enters, holding an urn

and an envelope. Dressed nicely. Checks paper in

envelope. Checks watch.

Sits down on front pew.

NORMAN, an older man, enters, reading a similar

envelope. Dressed equally as nice. Similar urn.

NORMAN notices AVA. Sits down on opposite side of

church.

AVA

Hello.

NORMAN is silent.

AVA

So... uhm. What brings you here?

NORMAN scoots over, away from AVA.

AVA

I see you’ve got an urn there.

NORMAN moves his urn to his far side, away from

AVA.

AVA holds up her urn, shakes it gently.

Ooh, lookie here, I do too.

(awkwardly)

We’ve got so much in common...

NORMAN

My god, woman. Have you no respect for the dead?

AVA

I do! Yes, of course. It’s just, I got this mysterious

note from my grandpa after his death telling me to

bring his remains here, and now you’re here, and I

don’t know, I thought maybe it had something to do with

you and hi I’m Ava.

NORMAN

I’m Norman. A note you say?
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AVA

I did say that.

NORMAN

My sister also--

BRENDA

(from offstage, entering)

I SAID I WAS SORRY!

CHARLENE

AS IF I’M SUPPOSED TO BELIEVE THAT CRAP!

BRENDA

I WARNED YOU! I TOLD YOU NOT TO TRY TO BEAT ME OUT FOR

MY PARKING SPACE.

CHARLENE

YOU WAVED AT ME THROUGH THE WINDOW. HOW IS THAT A

WARNING?

NORMAN

And I thought it was bad with just you and me.

AVA

(awkwardly)

Haha... Hi, Aunt Charlene. Aunt Brenda.

NORMAN

You know these... things?

BRENDA

Who’s this crone?

CHARLENE

Ava, you should know better than to talk with strange

old men.

REV. MURPHY enters (holding a Bible) unnoticed

from the back, approaches.

NORMAN

Strange? I’ll have you know that I’m an upstanding

member of--

REV. MURPHY

(flamboyantly, LOUD)

DEARLY BELOVED! WE ARE GATHERED HERE--

ALL scream and take cover in various ways. NORMAN

covers his ears, AUNTS jump into each other’s

arms, AVA snaps into a karate-like stance.
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NORMAN

I demand to know what in the blazes is going on here!

AUNTS break, suddenly realizing.

AVA

(raises hand)

Yeah, that’d be nice.

REV. MURPHY

(continuing, unfazed, and as before)

WE ARE GATHERED HERE TODAY TO BOTH MOURN AND

CELEBRATE--

BRENDA

Uhm, excuse me. We already did that.

CHARLENE

And it was GRIM.

BRENDA

No, it wasn’t! It was beautiful!

REV. MURPHY

TO BOTH MOURN AND CELEBRATE THE LIVES OF--

NORMAN

Another funeral?

CHARLENE

Uh, yeah. We just said that.

REV. MURPHY

CELEBRATE THE LIVES OF ROGER AND NANCY--

NORMAN

ROGER?

AVA, AUNTS

NANCY?

NORMAN

(holds up urn)

Nancy.

AVA

(holds up urn)

Roger!

By this point, NORMAN and AVA are close to the

center, their urns very close.
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REV. MURPHY walks up between them, during the

following line, placing a hand behind/above each

urn.

REV. MURPHY

AND JOIN THEM IN HOLY MATRIMONY!

Pause.

AVA and NORMAN instinctively pull their urns away

from REV. MURPHY and clasp them tightly as if

holding a newborn child.

BRENDA

HA! I thought you said holy matrimony. They can’t get

married, they’re dead!

CHARLENE

That’s not funny, Brenda!

BRENDA

Well, it’s funnier than the front end of your Mercedes,

isn’t it?

CHARLENE

Ohhh, do you have any idea how much that car cost me?

BRENDA

Probably not as much as that nose job.

CHARLENE

Ohhh, you little--

Chases Brenda offstage. Both exit.

NORMAN

I don’t believe this. My dear sister Nancy would never

get married, much less after she’s passed away.

AVA

I must admit, it is a little unconventional.

REV. MURPHY

Oh, I assure you, it’s completely consensual. I have

the proof right here.

produces two documents, hands them respectively to

AVA and NORMAN.

AVA and NORMAN study the documents, shocked.
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REV. MURPHY

As you’ll see, both Roger Wilkins and Nancy O’Dell have

expressed their clear and complete desire to be united

as one through the sanctity of marriage post mortem.

NORMAN drops the letter and sits down, stunned.

AVA

Well, I suppose if it’s really what they wanted?

NORMAN

What they wanted? It can’t be what they wanted. No one

can get married post mortem and she can’t get married

period!

BRENDA and CHARLENE enter.

BRENDA

Of course! Of course you’d expect my insurance to cover

it! You want my wallet too? Fine! Take it. Take it all!

Just like Vegas!

CHARLENE

Vegas? Oh, don’t even get me started on Vegas. You got

what you deserved!

NORMAN

Would you two shut up! There will be no wedding. Nancy

was clearly out of her mind when she wrote this.

AVA

I don’t know, it seems like he really loved her, and if

she loved him just as much, then--

NORMAN

SHE’S A NUN! SHE TOOK A VOW OF CELIBACY!

BRENDA

I thought you said she was your sister?

NORMAN

She is my sister! Sister Nancy.

CHARLENE

But that makes you a...

NORMAN

YES. I’m a MONK.

AVA

You’re a very grumpy monk.
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NORMAN

(turning to REV. MURPHY)

And you! I don’t know what outlandish sect of

Catholicism you’re practicing, but you should be

ashamed of yourself! Performing a post mortem marriage!

REV. MURPHY

Oh, I’m not Catholic.

NORMAN

WHAT?

REV. MURPHY

I’m a member of the Holy Priesthood of the Latter Day

Saints.

NORMAN

What in the blazes?

AVA

Oh boy.

NORMAN

HERESY! UNHOLINESS! BREAKER OF THE HOLY SACRAMENTS!

GIVE ME THAT BIBLE, YOU PRIESTESS OF DARKNESS, YOU

DON’T DESERVE TO CARRY ITS HOLY WEIGHT!

NORMAN makes a lunge for REV. MURPHY’s bible. She

dodges.

REV. MURPHY

I’m ordained, I promise!

NORMAN chases REV. offstage.

CHARLENE

(calling off)

Oh, just let her go.

BRENDA

Yeah, because you always let things go.

CHARLENE

Who knows? Maybe I would if you didn’t steal my

husband!

BRENDA

He was your boyfriend!

CHARLENE

Fiance!
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BRENDA

You barely even knew him!

CHARLENE

We were in love!

BRENDA

You were in high school. You barely even knew what love

was!

CHARLENE

Fine! You can keep my husband--I’m taking dad!

AVA rushes for the urn, CHARLENE snatches it

first.

AVA

No, you can’t!

AUNTS run out chasing each other.

AVA starts to follow when she hears NORMAN and REV

entering.

NORMAN

AND I WILL CARRY OUT GREAT VENGEANCE ON THEM AND PUNISH

THEM IN MY WRATH! EZEKIEL 25:17!

REV. MURPHY

I know the Bible just as well as you do!

NORMAN

OH REALLY? CUZ I COULD HAVE SWORN THERE’S ABSOLUTELY

NOTHING IN THERE ABOUT POST MORTEM MARRIAGES!

REV. MURPHY

It’s subtext?

NORMAN

SUBTEXT? BEWARE FALSE PROPHETS! THEY COME TO YOU IN

SHEEP’S CLOTHING BUT INWARDLY THEY ARE RAVAGING WOLVES.

AUNTS enter. CHARLENE and BRENDA are on opposite

sides of the bench. CHARLENE IS CARRYING THE URN.

BRENDA

Why do you get him? I always loved dad more than you

did anyway?

CHARLENE

Liar! You wouldn’t care if I smashed him to pieces!

CHARLENE raises the urn above her head.
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BRENDA scrambles around and desperately grabs the

OTHER urn, and raises it over her head.

BRENDA

Oh yeah? Well I bet you wouldn’t even care if I smashed

this one!

CHARLENE

That doesn’t even make sense!

At this point, everyone on stage except AVA begin

shouting at each other ad lib to the point where

we can’t even distinguish what they’re saying.

Completely fed up with the situation, AVA slips

her Irish dancing shoes out of her purse, CS. She

puts them on scowling.

AVA starts Irish dancing CS. She is angry.

As AVA begins, ALL stop arguing.

AVA finishes dancing.

AVA

Thank you.

AVA dances over to BRENDA.

AVA

Now listen here, Aunt Brenda! What do you think you’re

doing with that poor woman’s ashes? Have you no respect

for the dead? Put her down!

AVA dances over to CHARLENE.

AVA

And you, Aunt Charlene! Using grandpa Roger for

leverage against your sister? I swear, if you lose one

flake of him, I’ll go beat the front end off your

Mercedes! This stupid feud of yours was over twenty

years ago! Now go act like you love each other.

CHARLENE and BRENDA awkwardly meet each other and

hold hands as if in time out.

AVA dances over to NORMAN.

AVA

And you, Brother Norman! You should be ashamed of

yourself. While you were off chasing this admittedly

shady minster you didn’t even notice your own sister

about to be smashed to pieces!
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Now listen, I understand you knew Sister Nancy very

well. But you have to start accepting her for the

person she was, not the person you want her to be.

All pause.

REV. MURPHY

So... we doing this or what?

AVA looks pointedly at NORMAN

NORMAN

Yeah, fine. Let’s get it over with.

REV. MURPHY

Brenda. Charlene. Please bring the betrothed forward.

The AUNTS uncertainly bring the urns forward to

the REV.

REV. MURPHY

Henceforth, by the power invested in me, I now

pronounce you, Nancy O’Dell and Roger Wilkins husband

and wife. May the two become one flesh.

looks pointedly at Roger

Genesis 2:24.

The AUNTS pause uncertainly.

REV. MURPHY

Well, get on with it.

The AUNTS pour the contents of the urns into the

center urn.

ALL react to the process. This is very strange.

Fade to black.


