
24 Hour Play



ACT I

Scene 1

DANNY is standing behind the teller window. He

holds the telephone to his ear.

DANNY

(into phone)

Yes sir, I understand the matter, but you cannot have

your deceased great grandfather co-sign the contract on

your loan.

DANNY shakes his with a look of disbelief on his

face.

DANNY

I understand he fought in Vietnam, but a deceased human

being cannot be held accountable for a loan.

Three women enter the bank, CRYSTAL, JACKIE, and

LUCY wearing disguised clothing that conceal their

faces. DANNY notices the suspicious looking women

as they talk.

JACKIE

(excitedly)

Oh my God, we’re really doing this! We’re really doing

this!

CRYSTAL

I know, we’re so B.A.!

LUCY

Guys, shut up! This is serious.

DANNY

(into phone)

I’m sorry sir, there’s nothing I can do to help you.

Danny hangs up the phone. JACKIE and KATIE walk

forward towards the teller line, JACKIE walking

with a confident swagger, while CRYSTAL walks into

the middle of the lobby.

JACKIE reaches the teller line, KATIE a few feet

behind her. JACKIE reaches into her pocket and

pulls out a slip of paper and slides it to DANNY.

DANNY looks at the slip of paper.

DANNY

Flour? Milk? Eggs? Is this a grocery list, or do you

want me to bake you cupcakes?
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JACKIE

Oh, crap!

JACKIE quickly snatches the slip of paper out of

DANNY’s hands. She exchanges it for a second slip

of paper in her pocket and slides it to DANNY.

DANNY looks at the second slip of paper. He

snickers.

DANNY

I’m sorry, but you really expect me to believe you’re

trying rob this bank?

LUCY pulls a handgun out of her pocket and points

it at DANNY like she’s a gangster.

LUCY

You bet your sweet pumpkin butt we are!

DANNY tries to contain his laughter, and looks

astonished.

DANNY

You guys have been watching too many movies. I bet you

don’t even know how to work that thing.

LUCY

Oh yeah? Watch me.

LUCY points the gun straight up in the air and

pulls the trigger, but the gun doesn’t fire. She

tries profusely to fire the gun.

DANNY

Try turning the safety off.

JACKIE snatches the gun from LUCY.

JACKIE

Duh, Lucy! I’ll show you!

JACKIE clicks the safety off. The gun fires almost

immediately after she click the safety off.

Everyone is startled by the gunshot.

CRYSTAL

Jackie!

LUCY angrily takes back the gun from JACKIE.

LUCY

There is a reason we didn’t give you the gun!
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JACKIE

I’m sorry, okay? Shut up.

DANNY

Okay, I’m curious to know what you three will possibly

do with this money?

LUCY

What’s it to you?

DANNY

Just curious.

JACKIE

That’s None of your business

DANNY

Come on now, you got a gun to my face and you’re

holding me hostage, the least you can do is tell me

your story.

LUCY, reluctant to say anything, pauses, CRYSTAL

from her crowd control position.

CRYSTAL

Just tell him the story so we can get out of here.

LUCY

Well you see, we all used to work at Starbucks right,

then tinker bell over there had an emotional break down

and had to destroy the espresso maker, so we got fired

and now here we are.

LUCY raises gun to DANNY’S face

DANNY

So that’s what you came up with, robbing a bank, come

on, there must be more to it?

CRYSTAL

Well we tried babysitting but Jackie kept eating playdo

with the kids.

JACKIE

Well what about when we tried waitressing and you gave

every couple that sat down a plate full of tears and a

sob story?

CRYSTAL

That’s different, I was sharing my dreams with them.
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JACKIE

Dreams! I have Dreams!

JACKIE enters the middle of the stage as if

dreaming

JACKIE

Oh this money will bring me more joy than I can

explain. Its for my non-profit organization solely

dedicated to the finding of the loch ness monster. How

many years have I been dreaming of traveling to the

Scottish highlands for a chance to meet my beloved

Nessie. She’s more than a creature, more than a folk

tale, a true jubliance it would be. I wonder if she

speaks English, maybe she will have a Scottish accent,

I can see it now, me and my Nessie riding off into the

sunset, true love in our hearts with nothing but joy to

fuel our journey.

CRYSTAL

Keep dreaming bubble head.

JACKIE

At least mine isn’t driven off of a fairy tale romance.

CRYSTAL

True love is not a fairy tale, have you every felt a

passion so deep in your heart that you will go to the

moon and back to find your lover. With this money, I

will take my beloved Daniel the most romantic city in

the world, Paris.

DANNY puts a look of bewilderment on his face

DANNY

Wait, Crystal?

CRYSTAL’S head snaps to DANNY. She races forward

to the teller line. JACKIE and LUCY step out of

the way.

CRYSTAL

Danny, you son of a biscuit, I thought you were dead!

DANNY

Dead?

CRYSTAL

You never called, you two faced basket case!

DANNY

You never gave me your number.
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CRYSTAL

(angrily)

Then you should have tried to find me! Do you

understand why we are robbing this bank, I’m doing this

for you, for us, so that we can live happily ever

after.

LUCY and JACKIE stand facing the audience

awkwardly. LUCY looks anxiously as they argue,

while JACKIE begins swaying back and forth as if

she is listening to music.

DANNY

We only went on one date! See, this is why it would

never work out between us, your crazy, I mean look at

you, do you understand that you are robbing a bank?

CRYSTAL

Crazy?! You think I’m crazy?, you’re crazy! I mean look

at me I am a dime, any man would be dying to have me.

You are the reason I lost my job! You’re the reason my

dog ran away!

DANNY and CRYSTAL continue to argue animatedly,

but their dialogue goes silent. Spotlight goes up

on LUCY.

LUCY

I hate working with these two morons. All they do is

screw things up and then I have to fix it. I mean I

have dreams too...This was my idea in the first place.

Like my dreams of Hollywood fame is something

irrational, I know I might not be the prettiest gal in

the business but isn’t all that beauty artificial

anyway? All you see now-a-days are these women letting

these plastic surgeons sculpt their faces like they are

Michelangelo or something. Wait a second...thats it,

plastic surgery, thats what I’ll do. I Think my nose

can use some sculting, yeah I’ll have the best nose in

Hollywood.

The spotlight fades, and DANNY and CRYSTAL are

still arguing emphatically.

CRYSTAL

...maybe if you had just given it a chance you could

have seen how majestic our love could have been!

DANNY

I wouldn’t give you another chance if you paid me.

A look of fury rises onto CRYSTAL’s face, as if

she her entire being is insulted. She cocks her

fist back and punches DANNY as hard as she can.
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CRYSTAL

I’ll kill you, you little Shiatsu!

LUCY

Stop, Crystal! We need him to get into the vault!

Jackie, keep those two lovebirds apart and bring him to

the vault!

JACKIE rushes over and pulls DANNY up from the

ground and drags him over to the vault door.

LUCY

What’s the combo?

DANNY

4379.

JACKIE walks to the keypad and types in the key

code. The code doesn’t work.

JACKIE

Dang it!

JACKIE types the code into the keypad again. Once

again, the code does not work.

CRYSTAL

Jackie, let me-

JACKIE

No, I got this!

JACKIE types the code into the key pad a third

time. It finally dings successfully.

JACKIE

Ha! See! I knew I could do it!

JACKIE pulls on the vault door, but the door does

not open.

JACKIE

It won’t open!

LUCY

(to Danny, gun pointed at him)

What the heck is wrong with the door?

CRYSTAL

He probably forgot the code, just like he forgot my

number!
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DANNY

It’s a time vault! You won’t be able to open it for

fifteen minutes.

All three women groan, seemingly in failure.

CRYSTAL seems to be the most upset by this.

CRYSTAL

I’ve had it with all your shenanigans, Danny! I don’t

even want the money any more!

CRYSTAL walks off in a fury and out the door.

LUCY

Well now what are we going to do? We can’t wait here

for fifteen minutes until the vault opens! The cops

will arrive before that!

JACKIE

I’m not leaving here without that money, Nessy is

waiting for me!

LUCY

You’re right and I really need that nose job.

DANNY

What do you even need a nose job for?

LUCY

Do you even know what it takes to make it in Hollywood?

DANNY

I don’t understand why you just can’t be yourself.

LUCY

What?

DANNY

Just be yourself. You’re beautiful just the way you

are.

A look of pure elation and realization rises onto

LUCY’s face, as if it is the first compliment that

she has ever received in her life, and as if a new

path has been revealed to her.

LUCY

Just the way I am?

DANNY

Yeah. Hollywood is not gonna know what hit em.

LUCY smiles brightly.
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LUCY

You really think so?

DANNY

Darling, I know so.

She gives him a kiss on the cheek(optional) turns

and races out the door, leaving JACKIE and DANNY

alone in the bank.

There is a long pause and eye contact is made

between DANNY and JACKIE

DANNY

So then there was two...Listen, You still want that

money?

JACKIE

You know what, if nessy knew that the money I used to

save her was stolen, she would be disappointed in me.

JACKIE turns and walks towards the door

DANNY

Hey Jackie, you like sandwiches?

FADE OUT


